Across the Rector’s Desk

“...suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, and hope does
not disappoint us because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts...”

Romans 5:3-5

The dictionary defines hope as “the desire
and expectation of good”. | always think of
hope as the confident expectation of a God
outcome. After all as God is ultimate good
anything from God will be good. However,
the outcome may not be ‘good’ from a
human perspective.

Advent is a season of hope. Traditionally
the colour of Advent has been purple and
the mood penitential just as it is in Lent.
More recently the Church has been looking
through a different lens and emphasizing
the hopefulness of the season before
Christmas. Many churches now follow the
Scandinavian practice of using blue, the
colour of hope.

The expectation of a baby is hopeful as
parents imagine just what this child will be
like, how will she grow up, what will he look
like. In each proclamation of the angels, to
Mary, to Joseph, to the Shepherds, hope is
promised: the Messiah is coming, the one
who will redeem lIsrael is coming. What
this Messiah will be like is not known and
what eventually happens is not
immediately seen as good but “hope does
not disappoint us”.

Advent is a time of waiting with expectation
for a new experience of Christ at
Christmas. This is not necessarily a flashy
event or conversion experience.
Sometimes just rising above the
commercialism of the secular season or
our own sadness, which may be present as
family and friends are missed, is enough to
let us know that God is with us and “hope
does not disappoint us”.

The third aspect of hopefulness is the
waiting for Christ to come again. However
we may understand this: whether in Glory
at the end of time or at the time of our own
death, we are promised that Christ will
come again and “hope does not disappoint

us-.

As we look at the Church today, whether
around the contentious issues the Anglican
Church faces or concerns for our own
Parish church, Advent comes to assure us
of Christ's presence in time, in our present,
and in the future ... and that “hope does
not disappoint us”.

The Church office is open Tuesday to Friday
from 9am-1pm. Feel free to drop by or to call
and chat or make an appointment and come in.
If you are unwell at home, going into hospital or
know someone who is, please give us a call. |
would like to be able to pray, bring Holy
Communion or simply visit with you. In case of
pastoral emergencies, please call the Church
office at 416-225-5151 or the Rectory at
416-221-2024.
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Warden’s Co

Here we are once again preparing for another season within the Church. The
leaves have finally given up their pride and dropped from the trees, making things
look a little dull and gloomy.

We have had to replace the garage door at the Rectory, as the original was so old
that parts to replace the broken spring were unavailable. The new door was
installed in the latter part of October.

The Wardens are looking at the cost of having the brickwork restored on the
Christian Education wing, and the chimney, where freezing and thawing have
caused bricks to crack and fall away. These repairs will be costly, and we are
looking into several contractors for estimates as to the actual costs.

We still have a number of smaller jobs to be done around our property to keep it
looking great. They are:

Rectory: the wooden framed windows and the gable end on the garage need to
be painted;
the soffit needs to be power washed to clean off mould and dirt;
the driveway needs to be graveled.

Church: the 2nd floor of the Bell Tower needs to be painted;
the lines on the parking lot need to be repainted;
the windows and the upper part of the Tower need painting;
the windows on the south side of the Church need painting.

The above are necessary if we are to keep our building looking beautiful and in
good repair.

Wishing you all a great Advent season and much joy for Christmas.

The Wardens




