Across the Rector's Desk

Let mutual love continue. Do not
neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
for by doing that some have
entertained angels unawares.

Hebrews 13:1-2

I’'m not sure about angels, but
beginning November 29 St Patrick’s will
be hosting St George’s, Willowdale
while their new church is being built.

How did this come about?

Last December Bishop Patrick Yu
asked me to offer hospitality to St
George’s in the event they could not
remain in their building for the duration
of construction, which the Wardens and
| were glad to do. For the winter and
the better part of the spring it looked as
though the St George’s people would
be able to keep using their church.
However, on June 4 the Bishop
informed me that the St George
Wardens were going to take us up on
our offer. Apparently it would be too
costly to reroute gas and hydro, not to
mention the property will be a
construction site.

What does this mean for us?

There will be changes; most notably,
the number of people in church and in
Sunday School will grow exponentially.
We will integrate St George’s into our
worship on Sunday morning, so being
hospitable means changing some
aspects of the 10:30 service. To
accommodate the Sunday School:
there will a children’s talk and the
announcements will come at the

beginning. The children will come in,
receive Communion or a blessing and
then return to their classes. As a result
the teachers miss the announcements
if they are given at the end of the
service. We will have Eucharist every
Sunday and use the modern alternative
on pl185 of the BAS. St Pat’'s has been
gradually moving in this direction and
our flexibility in making the change will
help young families and newcomers
learn the liturgy.

It is impossible to have 3 congregations
in one building and we have therefore
given notice to the Korean Church that
we will not be renewing their “lease”
and St George’s will be paying the
shared costs formerly paid by the
Koreans. St George’s will be running
their own programmes specific to their
needs but hopefully there will be
opportunity to share in those events
and programmes that are more
general, like the ones we offer.

The Priest-in-Charge, the Rev. Steve
Shaw and | have had a number of
meetings and have made great
progress is defining the relationship of
our two parishes. The Corporations of
the  churches have  substantive
agreement on a draft covenant, which
will govern our life together, with only a
few questions still to clarify.

| am looking forward to this opportunity
to develop and share a relationship
with St George’s centred around our
common worship of God in Jesus
Christ.
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The Church office is open Tuesday to Friday
from 9am-1pm. Feel free to drop by or to
call and chat or make an appointment and
come in. If you are unwell at home, going
into hospital or know someone who is,
please give us a call. | would like to be able
to pray, bring Holy Communion or simply
visit with you. In case of pastoral
emergencies, please call the Church office
at 416-225-5151 or the Rectory at 416-221-
2024.
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Greetings from the Wardens! Many of you will be pleased to see the end of
another wet summer!

During the past few weeks, the automatic doors and Christian Education wing
windows have been installed and the brickwork repairs completed. Other
projects will continue.

The remainder of 2009 will bring changes and we will be busy preparing for
the arrival of the St. George’s congregation—an exciting and positive time for
St. Pat’s. Obviously, changes bring challenges, but we can only benefit from
this “collaboration” (albeit a temporary one). The increased congregation and
integration of younger members will enhance our spiritual experience, and give
us a welcome boost.

We are confident that everyone will rise to the occasion with true Christian
spirit and put out the “welcome mat” to one and all.

In closing, we offer our heartfelt thanks to the members of St. Patrick’s, who
freely contribute their time and energy to the day-to-day Church operation,
through committees, events, and especially the Sunday coffee hour. It does
not go unnoticed.

Best wishes and good health to all!

what bothers me.”
- Josh Billings (1818-1885),
U. S. humourist

“I don’t never have any trouble in regulating my
own conduct, but to keep other folks’ straight is
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